THE WORK OF THE JUDICIARY

but the interests of individuals sometimes
differ; and in the application of these laws to
specific cases, as interests oppose, opinions
clash. In consequence, the court in settling
cases must read into the ambiguous or doubt-
ful law a meaning that shall be final.

Beyond the question of ambiguity in the
text of the law rises also the necessity of apply-
ing laws that have been passed decades or even
centuries in the past to new conditions. Take
for instance the interstate commerce law in
the United States. When the constitution was
framed in 1787, and the federal government
was given power to regulate commerce with
foreign nations and among the several states,
the conditions of commerce were entirely dif-
ferent from the present ones. There was
more or less traffic between the states, mainly
on the sea-coast. There was a little traffic here
and there by wagons and boats that crossed
state lines on roads and rivers. 'The thought
primarily in the minds of the framers of the
constitution was the desirability of abolishing
restrictive customs duties levied at state boun-
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